
 
 

Webster County Extension Center 
800 S. Marshall St.  
Marshfield, MO 65706 
Phone:  417-859-2044 
E-mail: websterco@missouri.edu 
Web: extension.missouri.edu/webster 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 
8 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 12:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 
Scan this code to 
link to this report 

UN
IV
ER
SI

TY 
OF 
MI
SS

OU
RI 

EX
TE

2017 
Webster County 
Annual Report 

R   I  



 
Extension Center Fast Facts for 2017……………………………………………………...…..   5 
 
Faculty & Staff Members at Webster County’s University of Missouri Extension Center …..    6 
 
4-H and Youth Development ………………………………………………………………….    7 
 
Agriculture  ………………………………..……….………………………………………….     9 
 
Horticulture & Master Gardeners… ….………………………….…………………...………. 11 
 
Environmental Quality & Energy Stewardship ………………...…………………………….. 12 
 
Business & Industry………………………………………..………………………………..… 13 
 
Human Development, Health & Continuing Education...……………………...…….……..… 14 
 
Community Emergency Management………….………...…………………………...….…… 16 
 
Family Nutrition Program (FNP)……………………………………………………...….…… 17 
 
Out-of-County Specialists Serve Webster County ………………………………….……...… 19 
 
University of Missouri Impact on Webster County ………………………………….……...… 20 
 
2017 Webster County Extension Council ……………………….………………..…….…..... 22 
 
2017 Fundraisers ………...………………………………………………………..………….. 23 
 
What Our Clients Say ………………………………………………………………………… 24 
 
Webster County’s University of Missouri Extension Center ……….…………..………...….   25 
 
2017 Financial Statement ………………………………………………………..………..….. 26 
 
 

Table of Contents 

2 



     VICE CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE 
                                         108 Whitten Hall 
                                 Columbia, MO  65211 

                            PHONE:  (573) 882-7477 
                                FAX:   (573) 882-1955 

 
 
 
December 2017 
 
 
Dear County Commissioners and Friends of MU Extension: 
 
For much of the past year, MU Extension was focused on a long-overdue assessment of statewide needs 
and a deep look at how we respond to these needs with programs and resources.    
 
We crisscrossed the state to gather input from 42 community conversations with 1,200 people and 
reviewed analysis and recommendations from a range of external experts. As a result, MU Extension is 
working on a variety of changes in the interest of providing better university engagement with your 
communities.  
 
We are steadfast in our resolve to help local communities and the state meet grand challenges associated 
with economic opportunity, educational excellence and healthy futures. These challenges reflect what 
Missourians from every corner of the state told us they were most concerned about.  
 
As you read your county’s annual MU Extension report, I believe you will be pleased to see the results 
that have been accomplished through county-based University of Missouri faculty. These faculty members 
work in response to input received from local extension councils.  
 
At the state level, local MU Extension efforts really add up. Though we have long known extension funds 
were leveraged, an independent review revealed that MU Extension created more than $945 million 
dollars of public value from the $80 million it received from federal, state, county, grant and contract 
partners. A public value ratio exceeding 11:1 even surprised us.  
 
As we go about implementing changes based on the recently completed needs assessment and review of 
our organization, I am confident that our ability to create value at the local level will be even greater.  
 
I encourage you to read the attached annual report from your MU Extension county center to gain an 
understanding of how MU Extension has worked this past year to serve your community.  
 
Your support of MU Extension and your efforts in your community is greatly appreciated.  As always, 
I welcome input on how the University of Missouri can better serve your community and its people.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marshall Stewart, Ed.D. 
Vice Chancellor for Extension and Engagement  

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
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Webster County Extension Center 
800 S. Marshall St. 

 Marshfield, MO 65706 
Phone:  417-859-2044 

Web: extension.missouri.edu/webster 

December 2017 
 

Extension is a Grassroots-Driven Organization  
 
The Webster County University of Missouri Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to thank 
the Webster County commissioners for their support and increased funding during this past year. 
We also wish to thank the county residents who made donations to help us continue our educational 
programming. Through much donated time, we leveraged those funds to provide a 12 to 1 return on 
investment benefitting county residents. The council, faculty and staff remain committed, despite 
ongoing financial constraints, to improving people’s lives by helping them meet the opportunities and 
challenges of the 21st century with unbiased, practical, research-based education and information.  
 
University of Missouri Extension is a partnership of the University of Missouri campuses, Lincoln 
University, the people of Missouri through county extension councils, and the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture. All the partners must contribute for this 
endeavor to be successful.  
 
The mission of MU Extension is to “improve lives, communities and economies by producing 
relevant, reliable and responsive educational strategies that enhance access to the resources and 
research of the University of Missouri, based on local needs.” The University of Missouri and Lincoln 
University are Missouri’s land-grant universities, charged by federal acts of Congress to deliver 
extension programs. 
 
County residents decide the direction of MU Extension’s educational programming. Current emphasis 
areas in Webster County focus on agricultural profitability and viability; food production, preservation 
and marketing; environmental quality and stewardship; building family and individual strengths; 
business and community preparedness and economic development; enhancing health and nutrition; 
and youth development. 
 
As a core function of county government (Revised Statutes of Missouri Sections 262:550 to 262:620), 
the Webster County Extension Council works with MU Extension to offer a multiplier effect in funds 
coming into this county, to help the county commission meet its responsibilities of providing for the 
health, safety and welfare of county residents. Our educational programs, advice and services help 
create and retain jobs, prevent problems that are more costly to the county in the long run, and save 
our residents from wasting time and money on things that don’t work. 
 
The contents of this report are a summary of the highlights of our educational efforts during the past 
year. We hope that this report provides a greater understanding about University of Missouri Extension 
programming efforts in Webster County. Please contact us if we can be of service to you. 
 
Sincerely,  
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Ember Mikkelsen    Ray Schooley   Bob Schultheis 
Council Secretary    Council Chair   Natural Resource Engineer
          & County Program Director 
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 $   47,557 of county general revenue appropriations to Webster County Extension 
 $ 182,037 of matching support provided by the University of Missouri to Webster County 
 
      10,013 individual requests for help were answered 
 $ 417,614 estimated market value of individual consultation services provided  
        9,293 people were involved in group educational activities 
 3,185,400 people were reached through regional media (newspaper, radio, television, magazine) efforts 
 5,622,200 people were reached through statewide and national media 
           870 MU guides and 4-H publications were distributed through the Extension Center 
      51,179 copies of information and newsletters were distributed through the Extension Center 
 2,449,011 accesses were made to the Webster County Extension Center’s website 
    430,712 of those accesses were made to view presentations people couldn’t physically attend  
             52 persons received a 3-hour training course to allow them to buy restricted-use pesticides 
             10 exams were proctored for students wanting to complete high school or college by 

                 independent study, or obtain employee certifications for business 
      298 persons from Webster County took continuing education courses through MU Extension  
           170 agricultural & horticultural soil samples were tested for fertilizer and liming recommendations 
        34 forage samples were laboratory-tested for nutritional value and toxic nitrates 
        23 drinking water samples were tested for mineral and nitrate contaminants, with three NO3-positive 
           15 food canner pressure gauges were tested to prevent food poisoning, with 13% of gauges faulty  
        7,961 volunteer hours were provided by Webster County 4-H youth leaders, Master Gardeners, and 

                 Extension Council members 
 $ 171,708 value of volunteer hours provided by Webster County 4-H youth leaders, Master 

                 Gardeners, and Extension Council members, based on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
                 $21.57 per hour volunteer value for Missouri in 2016 

 $   28,392 value of 2,366 hours of donated (unpaid) labor provided by Webster County Extension faculty 
            and staff for client service, building maintenance, equipment repair, janitorial work, and 
            Extension Center fundraising based on a $12 per hour rate 

 $    4,803 of unreimbursed job-related expenses of Webster County Extension faculty and staff for cell 
                phone use, travel, reference journals, teaching aids, professional improvement training, etc. 
 

 2016 Leaders Honor Roll Award Recipients: 
— William Messick, Marshfield, MO 
— Katie Ingalsbe, Niangua, MO 

 2017 Webster County Farm Family: 
— David and Robin Marlin, Conway, MO 

 “An educated citizenry is a vital requisite 
for our survival as a free people.” 

― Thomas Jefferson  



Faculty & Staff Members at Webster County’s 
University of Missouri Extension Center 
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Diverse, Experienced and Well-Trained Faculty and Staff 
The faculty and staff of the University of Missouri Extension Center in Webster County are diverse, 
representing a variety of backgrounds, experiences and educational levels. They have owned their own 
businesses, worked for other educational institutions, worked in the public and private sectors, and 
collectively have over 101 years of work experience with University of Missouri Extension. 

The University of Missouri does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, genetic information, disability, or protected veteran status. 

Amber Williams 
Nutrition Program Associate 

E-mail: williamsambe@missouri.edu 
4 Years of Service 

Bob Schultheis 
Natural Resource Engineering Specialist 

& County Program Director 
E-mail: schultheisr@missouri.edu 

37 Years of Service 

Patrick Byers 
Horticulture Specialist 

E-mail: byerspl@missouri.edu 
9 Years of Service 

Jeannie Moreno 
Youth Program Assistant 

E-mail: morenoja@missouri.edu 
28 Years of Service 

Donna Eldridge 
Administrative Assistant 

E-mail: eldridged@missouri.edu 
23 Years of Service 



4-H and Youth Development 
Missouri 4-H is University of Missouri Extension's youth development program, and helps to create 
opportunities for young people to be valued contributing members of their community. Developing positive 
self-esteem, leadership skills, decision-making skills, citizenship and practical life skills are objectives of 
the extension youth program. To learn more about 4-H -- the world’s largest youth-serving organization -- 
visit mo4h.missouri.edu.  

4-H Clubs & Volunteer Service — The five established 4-H clubs in Webster County are Bits and Bridle 
at Marshfield, Heartbeat of the Ozarks at Marshfield, Country Cardinals at Niangua, Seymour 4-H at 
Seymour, and Mighty Eagles at Fordland.  Some of the club activities guided this year by volunteer leaders 
included the planting of two Liberty trees in Fordland and Marshfield,  concession stand for the Master 
Gardeners’ Plant sale, Toys for Tots, bell-ringing for the Salvation Army, decorating a nursing home in 
Fordland, singing at the nursing homes in Webster County, and helping children with disabilities by giving 
them horseback riding lessons. Valuing their time at the BLS volunteer rate of $21.57 per hour, Webster 
County’s 26 adult 4-H volunteers contributed over 6,552 hours of service, worth nearly $141,330 in 2017, 
working with the county’s 48 4-H members to improve communities.  
 
4-H Honor Award Winners — The following 
youth received awards for completion of service 
requirements at the Club, County, District and 
State levels. 
 Clover Kids Division: Clara Bergthold, 

Kody Clark, Zach Dalton, Kaden Friesen, 
Noah Gunter, Garrett Mason 

 Junior Division: Lucas Alexander, Avonlea 
Bergthold, Liam Bergthold, Claire Berning, 
JayJay Bussey, Hunter Cantrell, Kalaa 
Clark, Kinzee Clark, Dakota Douglas, 
Jackson Gunter, Olivia Hogan, Alyssa 
Stinnett, MaKenzie Stinnett, Clayton 
Young, Mikayla Young  

 Senior Division: Vanessa Stinnett  
 

A total of 37 recognition pins were 
presented to 4-H members who have 
completed the project year. 
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Impact in 2017 

The 4‐H Pledge 
“I Pledge . . . 
My head to clearer thinking, 
My heart to greater loyalty, 
My hands to larger service, 
My health to be er living, 
For my club, my community, 
   my country, and my world.“ 

 “We cannot always build the future for our youth, 
but we can build our youth for the future.”  

— Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Webster County 4-H Clover Kids show off their 2017 Honor 
Award t-shirts. 

Webster County 4-H Junior and Senior members show off their 
2017 Honor Award t-shirts and sweatshirts. 



Liberty Tree Plantings — Webster County 4-H’ers planted two Liberty Trees in May 2017—one on the 
lawn of the Webster County Extension Center in Marshfield and the other at the fairgrounds in Fordland. 
These trees are clones of the last standing Liberty Tree, under which the Declaration of Independence was 
read and America was born. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The original Liberty Tree was a famous elm tree that stood near Boston Common during the Revolutionary 
War era. In 1765, the Sons of Liberty, a group of American colonists, staged the first act of defiance against 
British rule under the tree. This spawned the resistance that eventually led to the American Revolutionary 
War. During the war, several other towns designated their own Liberty Trees as support for the resistance 
spread throughout the colonies. These Liberty Trees became symbols of American independence. 
 
The last original Liberty Tree, a tulip poplar, stood on the grounds of St. John’s College in Annapolis, 
Maryland until 1999, when it died during Hurricane Floyd. Prior to its death, 14 seedlings were successfully 
germinated from the tree and planted throughout the original 13 colonies. This eventually led to a bud-
grafting program through which several bud-grafted tulip poplars were grown. 
 
Missouri 4-H Dairy Judging Team Places Third in 
Nation — Missouri 4-H had its best finish since 1998 
in the 2017 National 4-H Dairy Judging Contest, held at 
the World Dairy Expo in Madison, WI, in October. The 
team (photo at right) finished third in a field of 22 teams, 
and placed in the top five in four of five breeds and oral 
reasons, qualifying for international competition. 
 
School Enrichment Programs — Webster County 
Extension partnered with teachers at Marshfield’s 
preschool, Marshfield’s Hubble and Webster Elementary 
schools, to offer embryology training to 425 students in 
kindergarten through 6th grades (16 classrooms).  These 
school enrichment programs are short-term educational 
hands-on experiences that supplement learning in the 
classroom and take advantage of children’s natural sense 
of curiosity about living things in the world around them. 
By hatching chicks from eggs, students learn about 
embryology, biology concepts, and the natural life cycle 
of living things.  
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Members of the Mighty Eagles 4-H 
Club planted a Liberty tree at the 
fairgrounds in Fordland, MO. 

In May, Webster County 4-H club members pose 
with a Liberty Tree they planted at the Webster 
County Extension Center in Marshfield, MO. 

The 2017 Missouri 4-H Dairy Judging Team 
consisted of (left to right) Daryin Sharp of Bolivar, 
Ellie Wantland of Niangua, Grant Groves of Billings, 
Lora Wright of Verona, and coaches Ted Probert, 
MU Extension dairy specialist, and Karla Deaver, 
MU Extension 4-H youth development specialist. 



Impact in 2017 
Individual Assistance — Some 3,541 one-on-one requests for help on production agriculture and food 
production concerns were handled through office visits, field visits, phone calls, mail and e-mail. Requests 
took from 10 minutes to several hours each to research and answer. Total consultation value is conservatively 
estimated at $133,356. Topic areas addressed included: 

Answers we provided helped clients avoid poor decisions, increase farm profitability and efficiency, reduce 
crop damage, improve neighbor relations, and protect natural resources, saving in excess of  $7 million. All 
these grow the sustainability of the economy in Webster County and the region. See page 24 for examples of 
feedback from our clients. 
 
Soil Testing & Forage Testing — A dry winter and cold ground delayed spring plant growth, followed by a 
rainy April and May which prevented timely forage harvest, resulted in abundant, but much lower quality 
hay. Lack of rainfall from September-December made fall weed control difficult, stunted pasture growth and 
ran livestock water ponds low. Johnsongrass, sericea lespedeza, and foxtail were  major problems in many 
pastures. A total of 120 agricultural soil samples were submitted and analyzed through MU Extension testing 
facilities. Producers received recommendations for fertilizer, soil liming, weed control, and cropping options 
to rebuild their soil fertility and supplement low-quality forage supplies. Where needed, referrals were made 
to the USDA Farm Service Agency and Webster County Soil and Water Conservation District for cost-share 
assistance. 
 
A total of 34 forage samples were laboratory-tested for nutritional value, with 32 percent indicating 
supplemental energy would be needed. With cattle prices low, making efficient use of existing forages was 
an economic concern for livestock producers. Considerable time was spent helping them understand how to 
interpret the forage test results, with referrals made to livestock and dairy specialists for ration help. 
 
Website in Demand — Our website extension.missouri.edu/webster is invaluable in giving rapid response to 
citizens with all types of questions.  The website continues to be the 5th most-accessed website statewide in 
the extension.missouri.edu domain. All totaled, the site was visited 2,449,011 times in 2017 (up 16% from 
2016) by people locally and from around the world looking for unbiased information or for presentations 
they could not attend in person. Some 430,712 viewed the presentations online (up 11% from 2016) and 
578,375 sought out our standard-metric wrench conversion chart not available anywhere else.  

Agriculture 
The purpose of the agriculture program is to provide unbiased, research-based information and to make 
recommendations that will help individuals, groups and agribusiness firms apply this knowledge for their 
benefit. Academic support for this program comes from the MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources, in cooperation with county, state and federal governments.  

9 

 soil testing and crop fertilization   farm leases and tax issues  livestock nutrition 

 corrals, fencing and watering 
systems 

 forage and crop selection, 
production, storage and testing 

 pasture renovation, management 
and controlled grazing 

 weed, insect and disease 
identification and control 

 freeze, flood and drought-related 
crop damage 

 pesticide use, training, safety 
and recommendations 

 computers & recordkeeping  soil conservation & no-till  poultry production 

 custom farming  irrigation  dead animal composting  

 poisonous plants  pond construction & management  farm building construction 

 unmanned aerial systems (drones)  fence laws  genetically-modified organisms 
(GMOs) 



Diversified Agriculture 
Conference — In January, 
70 people from 10 counties 
converged on Webster County to 
attend the 93rd Annual Diversified 
Agriculture Conference. Major 
topics were: Building Better Fescue 
to Feed; Poultry Biosecurity, 
Disease Control and Housing; 
Veterinary Feed Directive (What Do 
I Do Now?); Effective Weed Control 
with Sprayers and Weed Wipers; 
and Dealing with Johnsongrass, 
Sericea, and other Problem Weeds.  
 
On written evaluations, participant knowledge levels increased 44 percent, 61 percent of participants listed 
changes they plan to make as a result of what they learned from the conference, 98 percent of those 
responding said they would recommend it to others and 100 percent believe University of Missouri 
Extension educational programs are important in their community. From 2010 through 2017, another 
995,842 people accessed the presentations from this and past conferences from the Webster County 
Extension Center website.  
 
Private Pesticide Applicator Training — At a 
class in Marshfield in February and throughout the 
year on an individual basis, a total of 52 individuals 
wishing to receive or renew licenses to buy 
restricted-use pesticides were trained. Following 
successful completion of the 3-hour training 
course, the Missouri Department of Agriculture 
issues a license good for five years.  
 
Advice was also provided to Amish growers to 
diagnose disease and insect problems and protect 
food safety at the county’s two produce auctions, 
because they are frequent users of pesticides on 
food products for human consumption. 
 
Courses Target Agricultural Producers and 
Businesses — Webster County farmers, ranchers, 
lenders and business owners  took advantage of numerous courses 
and presentations held in Webster and adjoining counties to learn 
new technology, improve their decision-making and the economic 
position of their farms and businesses. These included: 
 
 Winter Dairy Day 
 Dairy Profit Seminar 
 Agricultural Lenders Workshop 
 Agricultural Business Tax School 
 Missouri Fence Law Webinar 
 Regional Grazing School 
 Advanced Grazing School 
 Beefmaster Field Day 
 Monthly Pasture Walks 
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At the Webster County Diversified Agriculture Conference in Marshfield in 
January, Sarah Kenyon, MU Extension agronomy specialist (standing), 
explains the history of and control options for johnsongrass. 

A statewide Fence Law Webinar was hosted in Marshfield 
in February. Taught remotely by Joe Koenen, MU Extension 
agriculture business specialist in Putnam County, the 
webinar gave guidance to 21 landowners from five counties 
on Missouri’s two fence laws and how to reduce conflicts 
between landowners and potential litigation costs. 

Dairy producers from five 
counties participated in 
monthly “Pasture Walks”, led 
by Ted Probert, MU Extension 
dairy specialist. At right, 
Andrew Batdorf from Webster 
County, discusses the 2017 
drought and explains cropping 
plans for this field. From 2005 
to 2016, expansion and growth 
of new grazing dairies created 
$135 million in new capital 
investments in Missouri. 



Individual Assistance — A total of 1,845 one-on-one requests for Extension Center assistance on 
horticulture and healthy living concerns were handled through office visits, field visits, phone calls, mail and 
e-mail.  Requests took from 10 minutes to several hours each to research and answer. Total consultation 
value is conservatively estimated at $103,661. Using science-based practices enhanced the quality of life for 
county residents. These contacts also improved profitability for commercial clients. Topic areas addressed 
included:  

Soil Testing — A total of 50 horticultural soil samples were submitted during 2017 and analyzed through 
MU Extension testing facilities. Homeowners then received advice on fertilizer, soil liming, weed control, 
and plant care to improve their commercial and home gardens, lawns, trees, and flower beds. In numerous 
cases, the soil tests showed no need for added fertilizer, saving money for producers and protecting the 
environment from excess nutrient application that fouls ponds, streams and rivers.  
 
Protected Culture Cropping Courses — Protected culture 
(high tunnels, greenhouses) of specialty crops offers huge 
potential to expand production and enhance profitability for 
farmers. Innovative farmers from Webster County learned 
more about these practices at the following workshops: 
 
 Four persons attending a Winter Production Conference 

held in Joplin learned how to expand fruit and vegetable 
production and sales to 12 months. Profitable farmers help 
build the strength of rural economies, and consumers 
benefit from an enhanced supply of locally grown fruits 
and vegetables during the winter months. 

 Two persons attended the Missouri Tomato Conference at 
Joplin and learned about all aspects of profitable 
commercial tomato production. Tomatoes are the leading 
commercial vegetable crop, and can be a part of a 
profitable farming operation. 

 Six persons attending a series of Blackberry Workshops, held at the Southwest Research Center at 
Mt. Vernon, learned about commercial blackberry production practices. They took action to adopt the 
practices that enhance profitability, including installing an RCA trellis and planting thornless blackberry 
cultivars. 

 Three persons attended a Greenhouse and High Tunnel Workshop held at Mountain Grove. They used the 
skills gained at the workshop to get started in specialty crop production in high tunnels/greenhouses, and 
to expand and refine already existing production.  

Horticulture & Master Gardeners 
Southwest Missouri and Webster County have a great blend of commercial and home horticulture. 
Commercially, there is a growing number of fruit and vegetable growers, greenhouse producers, and 
numerous businesses associated with the “green industry” including nurseries and lawn/landscape 
businesses. Traditionally, southwest Missouri citizens have a great impact on the horticulture industry. 

Impact in 2017 
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 soil testing  fruit and vegetable production  mulching and composting 

 wildlife control  tree, lawn and flower care  pesticide selection and use 

 weed, insect and disease 
identification and control 

 freeze, flood and drought-
related tree and crop damage 

 produce marketing (organic and 
conventional) 

 greenhouses & high tunnels  irrigation & water management   poisonous plants  

At a Greenhouse and High Tunnel Workshop in 
Mountain Grove in October, growers from 12 
counties, including Webster, learned about costs 
and management practices involved in raising 
profitable crops in protective structures. 



Individual Assistance —  A total of 825 requests for assistance from the MU Extension Center on 
environmental quality concerns were handled through office visits, field visits, phone calls, mail and e-mail. 
Requests took from 20 minutes to several hours each to research and answer. Total consultation value is 
conservatively estimated at $47,463, and saved residents in excess of $1 million in health and energy costs, 
environmental damage, and litigation expenses. Topic areas addressed included:  

Impact in 2017 

Environmental Quality & Energy Stewardship 
The purpose of this program is to provide up-to-date information and advice on environmental and energy 
issues, and to provide public education and relay programs and guidelines from the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA),  Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Department of Health and Senior 
Services (DHSS), Missouri Conservation Department (MDC), and the USDA Farm Service Agency and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. Academic support for this program comes from the MU College of 
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, in cooperation with county, state and federal governments.  
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 human and animal waste treatment 
options & regulations 

 water supply development, 
testing, treatment and protection 

 water quality and risk 
assessment 

 hazardous-materials use, storage 
and disposal 

 indoor air quality, mold control 
and chemical use 

 solid-waste management, 
composting and recycling 

 geology, sinkholes and land use  asbestos, radon and lead testing  planning and zoning  

 energy-efficient house construction   heating fuel economics  alternative energy options 

 “Water is the most critical resource issue of our lifetime and our children's lifetime. 
The health of our waters is the principal measure of how we live on the land.” 

— Luna Leopold 

Master Gardeners — Extension-trained Master Gardeners volunteered 747 hours of service, valued at 
$16,102, in Webster County communities this year, doing projects that increased community pride and 
self-worth. They engaged 655 people with horticulture education and advice through group programs or 
individual consultations. 
 
Projects the Master Gardeners took on or 
continued included: 
 Leadership on the Hidden Waters Park Board 
 Tree pruning, landscape care and 

improvements at Hidden Waters Nature Park, 
Rotary Park, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
First Baptist Church, and the Extension 
Center in Marshfield 

 Classes on soils, rocks and minerals for 
second-graders at Conway Elementary School 

 School beautification in Niangua 
 Gardening presentations for the Juanita Day 

Garden Club in Niangua and the Marshfield 
Retired Teachers 

 Answered grower questions at the Springfield Lawn and Garden Show 
 Beautification of the Botanical Center and Hosta Garden in Springfield 
 Individual advisement to numerous beginning gardeners and tree owners 

Master Gardeners meet monthly to share information and get 
updated on horticulture topics. Above (standing), Dan 
Beckner of Marshfield, shares the history and horticulture 
needs of Hidden Water Nature Park with the group. 



Business and Industry 
As entrepreneurs and innovators, Missouri’s small businesses are becoming a more diverse group that 
continues to make the state’s economy productive. There are approximately 500,000 small businesses in 
Missouri. Nearly 98 percent of all businesses with employees are categorized as small businesses. In 
assisting the owners and managers of those businesses, MU Extension contributes to a county’s economic 
development through growth in jobs, sales, innovation, technology development and commercialization. 
 
Agriculture and business specialists work to make Missouri’s businesses successful by helping identify 
problems and providing information and training. Specialists have access to a broad range of university and 
governmental resources including faculty experts, research centers and the library system. 

Impact in 2017 
Farmers’ Markets and Produce Auctions  — With advisory and marketing assistance from Webster 
County MU Extension, the Marshfield Farmers’ Market successfully completed its 13th year of operation, 
despite a challenging growing season. Some 50+ vendors sold locally-grown produce and home-baked items 
throughout the May-October growing season. MU Extension also provided advice and plant diagnostics to 
the growers (who are mostly Amish) for Webster County’s two produce auctions near Seymour, Missouri. 
The market and produce auctions are important ways to build local businesses and bring income into the 
county through sales to grocery stores, restaurants, wholesalers, and individuals. 
 
Individual Assistance — During 2017, hundreds of questions were answered via e-mail, phone 
conversations and office visits on developing home-based businesses of all types for full-time or 
supplemental family income, which helps strengthen the economy of Webster County. Interest continues 
strong in developing niche markets for organic crops, high-tunnel and greenhouse-produced vegetables, 
small fruit crops, poultry and eggs, and other small-acreage enterprises. 
 
Business Development — In Webster County during 2017, business development program specialists and 
business counselors with MU Extension and the Missouri Small Business & Technology Development 
Centers (MO SBTDC), Missouri Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (MO PTAC), Missouri 
Environmental Program, Missouri Career Options Project, and the Missouri Market Development program 
provided county residents with business start-up and management counseling, and other assistance. The 
MU Extension-maintained business development website at www.missouribusiness.net was a great asset to 
help county businesses of all sizes. 
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Drinking Water Testing, Energy 
Conservation, and Indoor Air Quality —  
Live interviews in August and October on 
KOLR-10 TV each reached over 50,000 
households in southwest Missouri, including 
Webster County, with advice on bacteria 
testing of drinking water, and no-cost/low-
cost energy conservation tips. Radio 
interviews on KWTO (Springfield), KJEL 
(Lebanon) and KKOZ (Ava) helped 
listeners across southern Missouri with 
advice on energy conservation to reduce 
utility bills, radon testing for lung cancer 
prevention, and utility location and 
protection for personal and public safety. 

At a Pond Clinic held in March at the Orscheln Farm & Home store 
in Marshfield, 24 landowners learned how to solve construction, 
leakage, pollution runoff, and weed management problems with farm 
ponds. The class was taught by Bob Schultheis, MU Extension 
natural resource engineering specialist (standing).  



Human Development, Health & Continuing Education 
The education provided for today’s graduating students and working adults is soon obsolete unless 
periodically updated. Readjustment and retraining is a shared responsibility of many agencies and 
organizations, including MU Extension. Professional updating is provided by MU Extension in such fields 
as accounting, dentistry, engineering, firefighting, law, library science, medicine, nursing, pharmacy and 
professional education. 
 
MU Extension also provides continuing education for life-long learning through workshops, institutes and 
short-courses. Examples of topics include: educational programs for teachers, librarians, school 
administrators and other professionals; supervision- and management-skills training; independent study 
credit courses; educational resources and courses for personal growth-skill areas; personal- and professional
-development programs; programs focused on family health and aging issues; child care provider training; 
workplace development programs; and seminars focused on community and leadership development. 

Impact in 2017 
Continuing Education Courses — In 2017, a total of 298 persons from Webster County (an 18% increase 
over 2016) took continuing education courses through MU Extension. This included 190 professionals who 
received emergency responder training by the MU Fire & Rescue Training Institute, to prepare them for 
medical emergencies, hazardous materials response and acts of terrorism, as well as fires.  
 
The Webster County MU Extension Center serves as an exam proctoring site for county residents interested 
in furthering their education outside of on-campus courses. This year, eight exams were administered to 
students studying for their high school, college or advanced degrees through MU High School or the 
University of Missouri and two persons took exams for employee certifications for their businesses. 
 
Safety, Health and Nutrition —  
Using grant funds, the Webster County 
MU Extension Center partnered with social service 
agencies and schools to bring health and safety 
advice to over 540 county residents in Marshfield 
and Seymour. A Senior Center Resource Fair in 
April in Marshfield provided over 210 county 
residents with health, nutrition and meal planning 
advice. A CommUNITY Fun and Safety Day in 
Marshfield in May helped over 260 participants 
learn about lawn mower, all-terrain-vehicle (ATV) 
and farm safety, poison look-alikes, and healthy 
eating. A similar Health and Help Expo in Seymour 
in October answered questions from over 70 people 
with indoor air quality, farm safety and poison 
control, and nutrition information. Nutrition 
information was distributed throughout the year at 
the Kings Food Pantry at Seymour and at the 
Webster County Library and Webster County 
Pantry in Marshfield. 
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 “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.” 

― Benjamin Franklin 

At the CommUNITY Fun and Safety Day in Marshfield in 
May, participants cluster around the exhibit to learn about 
poison look-alikes in their households and hazards on the 
farm, with the goal to prevent injury to family members. 
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Pressure Canner Testing — A frustrating 
gardening season caused by inclement weather 
throughout the spring and early summer, reduced the 
output of  garden produce, making what was raised 
even more valuable. Pressure gauge testing helped 
reduce the number of faulty gauges that can lead to 
food spoilage and food poisoning. Of the 15 food 
canners tested in 2017, 13 percent were faulty, up 
from 7 percent in 2016. The testing process can be 
seen on YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lAazUX7QGw8. 
 
Individual Consultations — Throughout the year, 
hundreds of food,  nutrition and safety questions 
were answered via e-mail, phone consultations and 
office visits. The majority of these questions were 
on home food preservation, food safety, and special 
diet recipes to manage chronic diseases. The Webster County Extension Center’s webpage at 
extension.missouri.edu/webster/nutrition-health.aspx provided the most up-to-date and trustworthy 
recommendations on food preservation and safety. 
 
MU Extension Helping Communities — To educate more residents on the services available through 
MU Extension, presentations were made to the following groups by Bob Schultheis, natural resource 
engineering specialist and county program director: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This presentation is available online at http://extension.missouri.edu/webster/pres-2017-06-26.aspx 

At the Senior Resource Fair in Marshfield in April, 
a couple is helped with mold and radon air quality 
concerns by Bob Schultheis, MU Extension natural 
resource engineering specialist. 

 “Nothing in all the world is more 
dangerous than sincere ignorance 
and conscientious stupidity.” 

— Martin Luther King, Jr. 

January  Webster County Historical Society, 13 members 

February Webster County Retired Teachers, 33 members  

April Marshfield High School’s Interpersonal 
Relationships Class, 20 students 

May Marshfield Rotary Club, 20 members 

June Marshfield Chamber of Commerce, 33 members 

November  Knights of Columbus Fish Fry, 185 persons 

Webster Electric Foundation grant funds, plus private donations of money and labor, helped renovate the porch and 
walkways of the Webster County Extension Center building in July-September 2017. This now enables wheelchair 
access to the building entrances and eliminated safety hazards from tripping and flooded sidewalks. 
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Community Emergency Management 

Individual Assistance —  Some 303 people from throughout Webster County and Missouri were provided 
individualized information and advice to help them deal with natural and manmade disasters. Requests took 
from 20 minutes to several hours each to research and answer. Topic areas addressed included: 

Disaster Response Support — Continuing support 
was provided throughout 2017 to the volunteer-based 
Webster County Community Organizations Active in 
Disaster (COAD) group, which helps plan for 
and resolve unmet needs of disaster victims, and to the 
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), 
which is responsible for hazardous materials mitigation 
and public safety. Through the COAD, technical 
assistance was provided to county residents that 
sustained storm, flood and mold damage to their homes. 
 
Disaster Preparedness and Recovery — 
MU Extension resources at extension.missouri.edu/
main/DisplayCategory.aspx?C=10 help people create 
preparedness plans for natural and manmade disasters 
of all types. This information was widely used by 
southern Missouri residents, including those from 
Webster County, in late April-early May to recover 
from a major flooding event. 
 

Impact in 2017 

MU Extension’s Community Emergency Management Program provides education and technical assistance 
to individuals and families, local governments, businesses, schools and organizations in preparing and 
responding to natural and man-made disasters. Empowering them to become ‘part of the solution’ instead 
of  ‘part of the problem’ is critical to building disaster-resilient communities. To learn more, visit online at 
extension.missouri.edu/main/DisplayCategory.aspx?C=10 

 restoring or rebuilding storm- and flood-damaged homes 

 alternative water supplies and making drinking water safe 

 standby generator selection and alternative power options 

 salvaging flood, drought- and storm-damaged trees 

 chain saw safety  

 biosecurity and agricultural risk management   

 storm shelter and safe room construction  

 livestock safety from storm debris  

MU Extension helps residents identify indoor air quality 
issues that can have lasting health effects on them. Here, 
a storm-damaged home near Niangua is evaluated, 
showing the falling ceiling and mold growth on the 
walls. This structure was deemed unsafe to occupy. 

MU Extension specialists were heavily 
involved in recovery efforts following the 
spring flooding across southern Missouri. 
Survivors were helped at Multi-Agency 
Resource Centers (MARCs) like this one at 
Neosho. Here, over 200 people in one day 
were given advice on how to handle the 
FEMA paperwork process, how to salvage 
damaged homes and household items, and 
where to get emotional support in their loss. 



Impact in 2017 
FNP Program — University of Missouri Extension’s Family 
Nutrition Program (FNP) provided SNAP-Ed nutrition education 
to 5,403 residents in Webster County during 2017.  It also funds 
one full-time job with quality benefits plus expenses for making 
the program available to qualified schools and agencies in 
Webster County. 
 
During 2017, 2,309 youth and 3,094 adults were served through 
schools, community groups and agencies. At right is a list of the 
locations where participants were served.  
 
Nutrition education for youth provides information in 
kid-friendly terms and lessons with hands-on activities. 
Activities include opportunities for taste-testing healthy foods 
and practicing skills that lead to good health. Education for 
adults includes nutrition, food safety, physical activity, and food 
resource management.  
 
In addition to the numbers, Amber Williams, nutrition program 
associate in Webster County, shared this success story 
demonstrating local impact: 
 
“A lady approached me in the grocery store to show me 
her groceries in her cart. She recently had attended one of the 
Eating Smart, Being Active (ESBA) classes I was teaching, and 
had downloaded the Seasonal and Simple app. She told me she 
had loved all the recipes she had tried so far and was buying the 
ingredients to make chicken and white bean salad. She seemed 
very excited and motivated to try the new recipes.” 
 
In summary, it has been a successful year in Webster County 
for FNP.  We look forward in 2018 to more programming 
opportunities and continued progress in helping to improve the 
lives of Webster County families.  

Family Nutrition Program 
University of Missouri Extension’s Family Nutrition Program (FNP) brought $9,681,129 in federal funds to 
the State of Missouri in 2017.  These funds were used to provide nutrition education to 838,295 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri. There were 
3,831,270 educational contacts.  This year we had 3,064,781 indirect educational contacts. Indirect contacts 
are reached through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries and the Show Me Nutrition help line.      
 
Participants in FNP become more aware of nutrition, make healthier meal and snack choices, eat breakfast 
more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and in general make healthier 
food choices. Those who practice healthy eating and activity behaviors are more likely to enjoy a high 
quality of life as an adult and into old age. A healthy labor force is critical to attracting and keeping jobs in 
Missouri. In addition, this important programming effort serves to reduce healthcare costs over the 
participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayers money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance 
premiums. 
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Schools 

Daniel Webster Elementary 

Edwin P. Hubble Elementary 

Fordland Elementary & Middle School  

Seymour Elementary 

Other Agencies 

ARC-Oak Hill 

Marshfield Senior Center (SWMOA)  

Webster County OACAC 

Rogersville Senior Center (SWMOA)  

Price Cutter 25 

Seymour YMCA 

The Kings Pantry  
(Southern Webster County Food Pantry)  

Seymour Senior Center  

Webster County Pantry 

Niangua Elementary 

Marshfield 2 Head Start (OACAC) 

Seymour Nazarene Church  

Webster County Health Department  

The Seasonal and Simple app at h p://
seasonalandsimple.info/  is a great source 
for healthy recipes using local foods. 



 
 

18 

Amber Williams, MU Extension nutrition program associate 
(seated), gives out economical healthy food recipes to 
attendees at an OACAC Back-to-School Fair, held in 
Marshfield in August. 

At the CommUNITY Fun and Safety Day in 
Marshfield in May, participants received information 
on how to eat healthier by selecting and preparing the 
right foods in the proper proportions. Here, Amber 
Williams, MU Extension nutrition program associate 
(right), explains the options for each food group. 
Proper nutrition helps reduce problems with chronic 
diseases and obesity, thus reducing medical costs and 
extending lifespan. 

Under the watchful eye of Amy Bartels, MU Extension 
nutrition and health specialist (standing in rear), 
participants get hands-on practice in the kitchen learning 
how to prepare healthy foods during a Cooking Matters 
class in May in Marshfield. 

In a June session of Cooking Matters, participants 
are tasked with selecting healthy foods at the grocery 
store, with the guidance of Pam Duitsman, 
MU Extension nutrition and health specialist (left).  

Cooking Matters — A six-session series of classes 
(photos below) titled Cooking Matters was held in 
Marshfield during May-June. Fourteen participants 
learned basic cooking techniques with in-class recipes 
and how to shop healthfully on a budget. The classes 
were taught by Amy Bartels, MU Extension nutrition 
and health specialist based in Laclede County and 
Pam Duitsman, nutrition and health specialist based in 
Greene County, with assistance from Amber Williams, 
nutrition program associate. 

 FNP programming serves the important 
purpose of reducing health care costs 
over the participant’s lifetime, saving 
taxpayers money in reduced public health 
care benefits and insurance premiums. 



Out-of-County Specialists Serve Webster County  
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University of Missouri Extension field faculty have multi-county responsibilities for educational 
programming. This is a tremendous benefit to Webster County because expertise can be borrowed from 
neighboring counties in the region to assist local producers and residents with professional advice and 
educational programming to improve their families and farming or business operations. 
 
The following extension specialists from other counties were called upon to support extension educational 
programming in Webster County in 2017, either through group programs or by phone, email, or on-site 
individual consultations.  

 Jeff Barber, Housing & Environmental Design, Greene Co. 
 David Burton, Civic Communication, Greene Co. 
 Reagan Bluel, Dairy, Barry Co. 
 Karla Deaver, Youth, Lawrence Co. 
 Pam Duitsman, Nutrition, Greene Co. 
 Janice Weddle, Youth, Texas Co. 
 Terri Fossett, Nutrition, Greene Co. 
 Chrystal Irons, Small Bus. Devel. Center, Greene Co. 

 Sarah Kenyon, Agronomy, Texas Co. 
 Nellie Lamers, Family Financial Education, Taney Co. 
 Andy McCorkill, Livestock, Dallas Co. 
 Kelly McGowan, Horticulture, Greene Co. 
 Ted Probert, Dairy, Wright Co. 
 Tim Schnakenberg, Agronomy, Stone Co.  
 Jim Spencer, Ag Business, Christian Co.  
 Renette Wardlow, Human Development, Christian Co. 

Southwest Region News Service — This weekly news service at extension.missouri.edu/greene/news.aspx 
highlights University of Missouri Extension programs and advice to residents in southwest Missouri. 

Articles, containing useful information from MU Extension specialists, were delivered by e-mail and reach 
every newspaper, magazine, television and radio station covering the issues important to area residents. In 
total, nearly 600 journalists, and over 10,000 members of the general public receive Southwest Region News 
Service every week. Over 460 of those are from Webster County. A survey of subscribers found 93 percent 
increased their awareness of MU Extension programs, 92 percent said the news service provided information 
that caused them to do something differently, and 78 percent were able to give examples of how those 
changes impacted them or their family. 

Leaders Honor Roll Award — William Messick (left) of 
Marshfield, and Katie Ingalsbe (right) of Niangua were the 
recipients of the Leaders Honor Roll Award for 2016. They 
were selected for the honor by the Webster County Extension 
faculty and staff for their long-term commitment and support of 
MU Extension programs and efforts to improve the lives of 
people in their community and the county.  

Webster County Farm Family — David 
and Robin Marlin of Conway, with 
daughter Amber, were selected by the 
Webster County Extension Council as the 
Webster County Farm Family for 2017. 
They represented the county at the Missouri 
State Fair in August. 



20 Source: https://uminfopoint.umsystem.edu/media/gr/datasheets/Webster%20County.pdf 
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Chairman 
Ray Schooley, elected member, term ends 2019 
 
Vice Chairman 
Mike Rust, elected member, term ends 2018 
 
Secretary 
Ember Mikkelsen, elected member, term ends 2019 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Carnahan, elected member, term ends 2018 
 
Other Members:  
Doug Andrews, elected member, term ends 2018 
Lyn Hines, elected member, term ends 2019 
John Manary, elected member, term ends 2018 
Richard Mann, Jr., elected member, term ends 2018 
Joyce Noland, elected member, term ends 2019 
Marci Sonnemaker, elected member, term ends 2019 
Jo Walker, elected member, term ends 2018 
Bonnie Wilcox, elected member, term ends 2019 
Marlena Clopton, appointed member from MFA,  
     term ends 2019 
Randy Owens, appointed member from Webster 
     County Commission, term ends 2019 
Evelyn Cunningham, appointed member from Farm Bureau, 
     term ends 2019 
Mel Troyer, appointed member from City of Marshfield, 
     term ends 2019 

A Unique Partnership 
 

Webster County’s University of Missouri 
Extension Council, comprised of elected 
and appointed citizens, is a full partner 
with Missouri's land-grant universities to 
deliver high-quality education and 
unbiased, research-based information that 
helps people solve real-world problems 
and take advantage of opportunities. 
Council members: 

 Work with extension specialists to 
provide the county with quality 
educational programs;  

 Manage finances of local extension 
operations;  

 Provide personnel to carry out 
extension activities; and  

 Elect and organize the local 
extension council. 

2017 Webster County Extension Council 

 
WEBSTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Paul Ipock 
Presiding Commissioner 

Dale Fraker 
Northern District Commissioner  

Randy Owens 
Southern District Commissioner 

 
WEBSTER COUNTY CLERK  

Stanley Whitehurst 
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Webster County Courthouse, Marshfield, MO 



Current county and state appropriations do not fully fund the 2.00 FTE (full-time equivalent) MU Extension 
specialists, 1.75 FTE program assistants, and 1.0 FTE administrative assistant in the county. To meet the client 
needs and financial obligations for office operations, the Extension Council and Center personnel sought out 
grants and donated much personal time and resources to keep the Center available to county patrons. Below 
are examples of the 2017 fundraising projects. 

2017 Fundraisers 

Special thanks go to the following sponsors for 
their donation of $2,525 of financial or product 
contributions to make this conference possible. 
 Marshfield Lions Club 
 Bear State Bank 
 Marshfield Clinic Pharmacy 
 Webster Electric Cooperative 
 Animal Medical Center  
 Central Bank of the Ozarks 
 Marshfield MFA 
 FCS Financial 
 Lile Quarry 
 Midwest Dairy Association 
 Case Real Estate & Auction 
 Wilson Excavating/Letterman Farms 
 Portable Livestock Shelters, Inc. 
 Windmill Cattle Co., LLC 
 Ray Schooley Semen Sales 
 The Seymour Bank 
 Webster County Farm Bureau 
 Missouri Dexter Breeders Association 
 Stevenson Angus Farm 
 Southern Missouri Bank 
 Orscheln Farm and Home 
 CHC Home Center 

93rd Annual Webster County 
Diversified Agriculture Conference 

Donation Request Letter — An October 2016 
letter brought in $2,925.74 in donations for 2017 
from residents of Webster County, who valued 
Extension programs and services and wanted to 
see them continue. 

Webster County 
Master Gardener Association 

Master Gardener volunteers contributed $1,113.55 
from their annual plant sale to help cover the 
Extension Center operational costs. 

A Marshfield Area Community Foundation grant for 
$2,500 was awarded to the Extension Center in 
September to help pay for instructor travel expenses 
and resource materials to conduct educational 
programs in Webster County in 2017-2018. 

Marshfield Area 
Community Foundation Grant  

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry, Baked Goods Auction 
and Gun/Spa Raffles — Trinity Council #10844 
members and Extension Council members donated 
their time in November to co-sponsor a fish fry dinner, 
silent auction, homemade baked goods auction, and 
raffles for a Ruger pistol and spa membership for the 
community. The event netted $4,740.37 to help with 
Extension Center operational expenses. 

Redeemed Price Cutter grocery store receipts netted 
netting $50 to benefit Webster County Extension. 

“Helping Hands” Program 
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Approximately $2,300 per month must be raised to 
cover expenses not covered by county appropriations. 
See extension.missouri.edu/webster/giving.aspx for 
ways you can support Webster County Extension. 

In May, efforts to grow an endowment that 
funds Extension Center operations resulted in 
contributions of $10,000.21 toward a goal of 
$2 million. 

C.F.O. “Give Ozarks Day” 



What Our Clients Say 

“You’re such a resource for information [on 
water testing and farm management]. You’ve 
been a blessing to talk to. Thank you.” 

-— Gary Cypret, St. Clair County, MO 

“You gave me everything I needed to know [in evaluating 
safety of mobile home wiring hit by lightning]. Thank you.” 

-— Rick Drye, Webster County, MO 

“Thanks for the link to the deer fence. We are 
building it now [to protect 1.5 acres of blueberries].” 

-— Jay Caughron, Billings, MO 

“It’s really hard to find someone who can 
answer these questions [on well drilling, 
well plugging and water treatment]. I really 
do appreciate your time and the information 
provided. I found it extremely helpful!” 

— Dustin Blair, Springfield, MO 
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“You’re the only office that’s been really helpful. You 
talked with us in a way that made us feel better about our 
situation [where a neighbor is clearing land above them 
and creating soil erosion concerns]. Thank you for your 
kindness and time.” 

— Tommy Gunn, Florida, with a farm in Ozark Co., MO 

“I always find you guys helpful in answering my 
questions. Now I know a lot more about hay testing.” 

-— Allen Chisom, Webster County, MO 

“I wish everyone was as accountable for their 
dollars as you are. You do a great job.” 

— Barbara Herren, MACF Board member, 
Marshfield, MO 

“Thank you, Bob [for the flood recovery information].  
We can always count on Extension.” 

-— Debi Reece, Webster County OACAC 
Neighborhood Center Supervisor, Marshfield, MO 

“Thank you very much for your time today [to discuss 
structural insect and mold control options]. I learned a 
lot, and thanks for answering my questions. These 
links will help a lot. Your knowledge is impressive.” 

— Taryn Armstrong, Kimberling City, MO 

“I found your hay barn information on Google. 
This has been an amazing phone call. Thank you 
so much [for the hay barn design help]!” 

— Heather Mann, Westport, NY 

“Bob, once again, Thank You for spending time 
with me and this information [on asbestos safety 
and proper removal]. It has been very helpful.” 

-— Steve Mourer, Falcon, MO 

“Thank you. You’ve been very helpful [on bermudagrass 
and weed control]. You’ve made my day!” 

— Tom Stanford, Greene County, MO 

“You are my new best friend. This Agsite website is 
fantastic! It’s going to help me become the best 
realtor. Don’t tell any other realtors! Thanks so much 
for showing me this. This is the best!” 

— Melissa Rushing, Douglas County, MO 

“I heard you on KWTO radio….You’ve made 
me feel better about my home’s cable heat 
system and thermostat problems. I’m glad 
I was listening to the KWTO radio show.” 

— Betty Wright, Christian County, MO 

“Thank so much for taking time out of your 
day to find these things [farm land values and 
pasture weed control] and give me the links.” 

— Jim Farina, Conway, MO 

“I really appreciate your efforts with this request [on 
getting University agricultural expertise to Nigeria]
….I feel very strongly these type cooperations are 
how our developed countries can best help the third 
world countries. Best regards.” 

-— Don Schockley, Strafford, MO 

“You have been very helpful [in resolving a 
sewage backup issue with the landlord].” 

-— Cynthia House, Laclede County, MO 

“I wanted to stop and say thank you. You saved me a 
lot of running [looking for corral plans]. And the 
Midwest Plan Service people were great!” 

— Jim Ratcliffe, Webster County, MO 

“Thank you so much [for the food canner information 
and testing my gauge]. I really appreciate it.” 

— Lois Turner, Marshfield, MO 

“Thanks for your assistance [on apple cider 
and sorghum syrup safety handling 
procedures and regulations]. Hopefully this 
will help them [Shelbina Antique Tractor 
Show organizers] keep the tradition alive!’ 

— Mike Peters, Marshfield, MO 

“Thank you so much Bob! You are a wealth 
of information [on disaster preparedness]!” 

— Julia Kilmer, Writer/Reporter, Cassville 
Democrat newspaper, Barry County, MO  



University of Missouri Extension Center 
Webster County  

Office is located at: 
800 S. Marshall St. (next to City Hall) 

Marshfield, Missouri 
 

Office hours: 
Monday-Friday  

8 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 12:45 - 4:30 p.m. 

 
Contact us: 

Mail:  800 S. Marshall St. 
Marshfield, MO 65706 
Phone:  417-859-2044 

E-mail:  websterco@missouri.edu 
Web:  extension.missouri.edu/webster 

 
 

From Interstate 44 (traveling from Springfield/Lebanon): 
Take the Marshfield exit (Exit 100) and go south 1.5 miles on Highway 38 to 4-way stop, turn right and cross railroad tracks.  
At stop sign, turn right onto Highway A and go 0.4 mile to red brick building just south of City Hall on east (left) side of road.  
From Highway A (traveling from Rogersville/Fordland/Seymour): 
Follow Highway A north into Marshfield, past Fraker Funeral Home and Marshfield Christian Church to red brick building 
just north of Bullseye Convenience Store on east (right) side of road (0.3 mile inside city limits). 
From Highway 38 (traveling from Hartville): 
Follow Highway 38 west into Marshfield, past MFA on right and Marshfield Community Center on left. Road curves south 
around building. Follow it 0.4 mile to red brick building just south of City Hall on east (left) side of road.  
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Southwest View of Webster County Extension Center 

 Following unbiased 
advice and adopting 
recommended practices 
profits not only the 
individual producer, 
but also supports the 
county economy and 
makes Missouri more 
globally competitive. 



University of Missouri’s  
Contribution to Webster County’s 

Extension Program in 2017 
 

University of Missouri provided salaries and 
benefits for 2.0 specialists and 1.375 para-
professionals headquartered in Webster County.  
 
The University provided in-service training 
expenses, including travel and lodging for staff, 
metered postage for client communications, and 
funds for computer equipment maintenance. 
 
The University of Missouri provided support 
valued at $182,037 to the extension program in 
Webster County. Combined with county 
appropriations, the total funds to operate the 
program totaled $229,594. This does not include 
the leveraged funds raised this year. 

Financial Statement 
REVENUE 
Beginning Balance   $          0.00 
County Appropriations      47,557.00 
Private Donations (unrestricted)       2,925.74 
Private Donations (restricted)       2,525.00 
Fundraisers (unrestricted)       4,666.00 
Program Support Allotment from MU      4,800.00 
Postage/Internet Allotment from MU      1,495.00 
Pringle 4-H Capacity Building Fund      3,500.00 
M.A.C.F. Grant (restricted)       2,625.00 
W.E.F. grant (restricted)        6,099.50 
Desig. Capital - Operations (restricted)      2,006.17 
Pringle Capital Improvement (restricted)      1,551.38 
 TOTAL REVENUE  $ 79,750.79 
 
EXPENSES 
Admin. Assistant Salary   $ 25,334.04 
Substitute Clerical Assistance          689.00 
Council-Paid Clerical Benefits       9,996.74 
YPA Salary & Benefits (0.50 FTE )    12,937.29 
Equity setback for health care benefits      3,099.88 
Postage          1,346.57 
Telephone/Internet        2,081.57 
Rent (postage meter/safe deposit box)         463.56 
Office Supplies         1,357.23 
Election Expenses           137.50 
4-H Programming        3,500.00 
Professional services and dues          100.00 
Travel          4,702.01 
Insurance (building & bond)       1,886.42 
Utilities          2,163.75 
Building Repair & Maintenance       8,989.67 
Equipment Repair & Maintenance         965.56 
Equipment Purchase               0.00
 TOTAL  EXPENSES  $ 79,750.79 
 
 CLOSING BALANCE        $          0.00 
 
RESTRICTED FUNDS ACCOUNT BALANCES 
Soil Testing    $   1,035.00 
Resales & Services   $      856.82 
Short Courses    $   3,942.67 
AgrAbility Project grant   $      318.67 
Webster Electric Foundation grant $   1,110.17 
Food Defense grant   $      453.37 
M.A.C.F. grant    $   2,746.31 
WCCP Program Funds    $      762.85 
Program Development Fund grants $   2,983.25 
Designated Capital - Copier/Repairs $ 14,903.92 
Master Gardeners Fund   $   1,948.55 

State, Federal and County  
Funding for Extension 

 
University of Missouri Extension programs in 
Webster County are funded by county, state and 
federal appropriations, grants and contracts, user 
fees, and private donations. Local funding for 
support of the Webster County Extension Center 
is expected to provide for office space, clerical 
and 50 percent of the youth program assistant’s 
salaries, communications, office supplies and 
equipment, building maintenance, and travel 
expenses of extension specialists who conduct 
educational programs in Webster County.  
 
A special acknowledgement and appreciation is 
given for the financial assistance from the 
Webster County Commission, the Marshfield 
Area Community Foundation, the Knights of 
Columbus, and the county residents and 
businesses who donated their time and funds for 
MU Extension Center operations in 2017.  
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2017 Financial Statement 

 “If a man neglects education, he 
walks lame to the end of his life.”  

— Plato 


