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December 5, 2019  

 

Dear county commissioners and friends of MU Extension,  

 

I had the good fortune to catch up with some of you this past fall as I traveled the state to share the University of Missouri’s 

Extension and Engagement vision and plan for the coming years. What a pleasure it is to serve this state we call home.   

 

As you know, we have listened closely to Missourians’ needs, restructuring our faculty and program delivery to better serve 

people and communities. With this reset nearly complete, we are better positioned to work together to strengthen our state’s 

economy, increase Missourians’ access to meaningful education and workforce development options, and improve our 

citizens’ health and well-being.    

 

MU Chancellor Alex Cartwright often calls us the University for Missouri. In very real terms, this means that MU Extension 

is leading efforts to connect the university’s powerful research, knowledge and science-based information with our state’s 

diverse needs and local efforts to address them.   

 

Whether you’re a farmer researching the latest profitable grazing practices, a 4-H leader developing after-school robotics 

programs with local schools, or a community leader helping people formerly addicted to opioids return to productive work, 

you deserve the very best MU Extension and university engagement efforts have to give. As a comprehensive university, we 

can be uniquely responsive. We have schools of medicine, nursing and health professions, for instance, to support health 

care in rural communities, a law school clinic that helps veterans qualify for the benefits they deserve. MU education 

students become the teachers who enrich children’s lives in nearly every school district in the state. We are here for you and 

with you.  

 

Together, we can make lasting impacts. That is why in this new year we are focused on growing and leveraging local 

partnerships, expertise and resources. With 110 of 115 county engagement specialist positions filled — and renewed focus 

on responsive program development — we are ready to go.    

 

As the first public university west of the Mississippi River, our land-grant roots run deep through Missouri’s heritage and 

history. They help chart our future, too: What can we do to make our state better? How can we think and do different?   

 

I know you will be proud to see your own communities’ successes in the pages of this year’s county annual report. On 

behalf of all of us at MU Extension, I look forward to your thoughts on how we can best lead, serve and grow through the 

year ahead.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Marshall Stewart 

Schuyler County Extension Council Financial Report for the Year Ending  

December 31, 2019 

  

 REVENUES: 

County Appropriations        31,500.00 

Gifts/Grants/Contracts                               2,624.56 

Resales/Education Services Fees/Other                 1,236.91  

Total Income               35,361.47 

     EXPENSES:  

Salaries & Wages        23,400.00 

Staff Benefits                3,428.10 

Travel               1,118.30 

Supplies/Services                     1,463.50 

Communications              2,380.10    

Insurance                                                                              280.00 

Equipment & Repairs                                                      1,044.00  

Postage/Postage Rental                                                                                     0.00 

YPA Allocation          2,247.47  

Other                                                                      0.00 

  Total Expense               35,361.47 

 

REVENUES LESS EXPENSES:                                                0.00 
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Youth Fishing Tournament Held at  

Lancaster City Lake 

               

  

Thirty-four youth plus parents, grandparents and 

friends attended this fun event held the Saturday 

of Labor Day weekend at Spencer Lake in 

Lancaster. Prizes were donated by businesses in 

the community allowing all youth to win a prize. 

First and 2nd place in each age category and 

biggest fish overall were given cash prizes. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NE Missouri Agricultural Lenders’ Seminars 
Darla Campbell, Mary Sobba, 

Karisha Devlin, Jason Morris 

 

Seventy-five lenders attended, from twenty-two 

Missouri counties, at the Kirksville, Hannibal, 

and Mexico locations.  Topics for the seminars 

were Crop Insurance in 2020, Agricultural Labor 

Issues, Resources for Handling Family and 

Financial Stress, Industrial Hemp in Missouri, 

Crop & Livestock Outlook, Macro-economics, 

Tax Law Changes, and Land Values & Rents.  

Lenders received the 2020 Missouri Farm 

Financial Outlook book, which included budgets 

for all major crop and livestock enterprises in the 

state.  

 

The lenders in attendance manage 2,545 loans 

totaling $254,837,500. By attending University 

of Missouri’s Agricultural Lenders’ seminars, 

lenders are able to help their clients make better 

decisions based on risk management tools, 

budgets, and other resources provided.  This 

benefits their portfolio of producers and 

landowners by an increased understanding of 

enterprise budgets and cash flow affecting 

families and businesses’ financial health. This is 

especially important with the downturn in the 

agricultural economy as both crop and livestock 

producers expect lower incomes, continued high 

input costs, challenging marketing decisions, 

and adapting to a new farm bill. 

 

 
 

* 

 

Missouri Farm Lease Program 

Darla Campbell, Joe Koenen, Mary Sobba 

 

A total of 105 participants took this class offered 

around the state through distance learning.  

Darla Campbell facilitated and taught at a site in 

Kahoka.  Attendees learned the value of good 

communication and how it can make for a better 

farm lease. Topics covered were current 

farmland rental rates and future trends, specific 

items to include in a farm lease, how to legally 

terminate a farm lease in Missouri, recreational 

leases, and crop and livestock arrangements.   

 

Youth Fishing Tournament 

Hannibal Ag Lenders’ Seminar 

Kirksville Ag Lenders’ Seminar 
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Participants gain insight from both the 

landowner and tenant perspective, cumulating in 

leases that are fair for both parties. This 

promotes optimal land use leading to more 

sustainable profitability. The class encourages 

better landlord-tenant communication, which 

lowers conflict and avoids costly litigation.    

 

 
 

 

 

Farm Tax Workshops 

Mary Sobba, Wesley Tucker, Darla Campbell 

 

Each year tax updates, legislation and court 

cases affect the taxes for farm businesses and 

families. MU Extension designed farm 

workshops to help convey some of the issues 

relevant to Missouri farmers focusing on 

agriculture and individual tax issues. The 

purpose of the classes is to get relevant and 

helpful information to farmers so they can make 

decisions and be better prepared to work with 

their professional tax preparer. 

 

There were twelve classrooms using distance 

learning with 90 participants.  Many participants 

plan to take some action before the end of the 

year. Some of the things they plan to do include 

reviewing farm records (65%), meeting with tax 

preparer and communicating with family 

members (46%).  Others say they plan to 

communicate with family members about tax 

issues (56%) and forty percent plan to review 

resources before purchasing begins in 2020. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Farm Bill Education 

Darla Campbell 

 

Producers from three Missouri counties and 

Iowa attended this seminar on December 19th in 

Kirksville.  Speakers presented from the Farm 

Service Agency, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, and MU Extension.   

 

Specific topics included the Decision Support 

Tool; Farm Bill Decisions and Changes; Crop & 

Livestock Outlook. Producers learned they 

needed to act by March 15th or lose any 

government payment for 2019.  They were 

shown the tool to use in determining their best 

choice of ARC or PLC for 2019 and 2020.  By 

utilizing the decision tool, producers can better 

manage their risk and optimize the choice that 

supports their bottom line.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Farm Tax Workshop 

Farm Bill Training 

Trulaske Students 
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MU Students Tackle Rural Community 

Projects 

Darla Campbell 

 

Three county projects were conducted in the fall 

and winter utilizing 19 MU students.  The 

projects included developing a county website; 

marketing Blessings Thrift store; and marketing 

the Schuyler County Community Center.  We 

wanted to develop a website to promote 

Schuyler County and to make things such as 

licenses and election results easy to find. The 

marketing projects were to encourage more use 

of both the thrift store and the community 

center, making them self-sufficient.  The final 

reports included suggestions for recruiting more 

volunteers, advertising alternatives, pricing, 

operational adjustments, and different marketing 

strategies.  The students toured the county and 

were fascinated by the community.  None of 

them were from rural areas so it was a great 

learning experience for them and it gave us new 

perspectives to old problems.   

 

Schuyler Soil and Water Conservation 

District 

Darla Campbell 

 

The Schuyler Soil and Water Conservation 

District has obligated $226,173 of cost share 

funds to producers and landowners from January 

1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.   

 

The board works as a partner with DNR, NRCS, 

FSA, MDC, and MU Extension to manage cost 

share practices and dollars. The SWCD engages 

the community through contractor, landowner, 

and youth education. The board works to 

stimulate local economic activity and preserve 

our natural resources.  

 

Current board members are Edgar Berry, Jerry 

Scurlock, Ivan Kaden, Steve Weohr, and Darla 

Campbell. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

4-H News 

Kelli Harris 

 

Schuyler County 4-H clubs had seventy-eight 

members this past year.  4-H clubs offer long-

term educational experiences in which members 

learn life skills such as decision making, public 

speaking and working with others.  Members 

learn by doing under the guidance of adult 

volunteers, who teach projects ranging from 

aerospace to beef, shooting sports to poultry.  

 

 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Nine 4-H members participated in our 

Achievement Day in April.  Youth 

compete in Public Speaking, Table 

Setting, Judging, Demonstrations, and 

Fashion Revue. The winners in several 

of these events were eligible to go on 

and compete at State level. 

 

Junior Livestock Show 
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4-H School Enrichment 

Kelli Harris 

 

4-H School Enrichment Hatching Chicks in the 

Classroom engaged three 3rd grade classrooms 

at Schuyler R-1, the Glenwood Head Start, and 

three homeschool families. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating Leaders 

Kelli Harris 

 

Ten 4-H members participated in a Junior 

Superintendent Program this year at the Jr 

Livestock Show where they assisted fair 

superintendents.  Two 4-H members helped lead 

activities at the Clover Kids’ Camp, one was a 4-

H camp counselor and one became a Missouri 4-

H Shooting Sports Ambassador.   

 
        

 

 

Shooting Sports 

Kelli Harris 

 

Schuyler County 4-H Shooting Sports continued 

to grow in 2019.  With the addition of Shotgun, 

the county is now able to offer four of the seven 

disciplines offered by Missouri 4-H.  The county 

also hosted its 1st Annual Invitational Shoot that 

was attended by over 50 Missouri 4-H members. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers 

Kelli Harris 

 

Schuyler County 4-H has a great group of 

volunteers.  In 2019, there were 18 registered 

adults in 4-H online for Schuyler County, with 

several sporadic volunteers not listed.  These 

adults serve as mentors for our youth, helping 

them transition into healthy, well-rounded 

adults. 

 

Four county youth attended Teen Conference 

at Columbia this year.  This event is for 4-H 

members who are 11-13 years of age.  

Schuyler 4-H also had one teen attend State 

Congress at the MU campus.  This event is 

for 4-H teens 14-18 years of age. 

 

Seven youth participated in the Clover Kids’ 

Day Camp.  The youth (ages 4-8) developed 

teamwork and social skills while engaging in 

fun learning activities. This year’s theme 

was the outer space and was held on the 50th 

anniversary of the moon landing. 

 

 

Schuyler County Shooting Sports 

Those enrolled in the 4-H Shooting Sports 

program must attend a 6-hour safety training 

taught by 4-H certified Shooting Sports 

leaders before being out on the range. 
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4-H and Giving Back 

Kelli Harris 

 

A fourth club, Glenwood Whistle Stop 4-H 

started in October joining Downing 4-H,  

in participating in community service activities 

such as buying gifts for the ‘Adopt a Child’ 

program, cleaning yards and parks, and 

organizing a coat drive and pick up event, 

lending a hand to fire department fundraisers and 

hosting a Christmas party for OATS committee.     

 

 

 

Robin Jennings Landwer 

 

University of Missouri Extension’s Family 

Nutrition Program (FNP) reached 16 participants 

directly and 475 indirectly with nutrition 

education in Schuyler County during 2019 a 

significant percentage of which were low 

income.  FNP provides information on nutrition, 

food safety, and physical activity for lifelong 

health and fitness by working with qualifying 

schools, community groups and agencies.  

Youth from Pre-school to 8th grade learned 

through kid-friendly, hands-on lessons and 

activities. Activities include opportunities for 

taste-testing healthy foods and practicing skills 

that lead to good health. Education for adults 

also includes nutrition, food safety, and physical 

activity, as well as food resource management.  

Nutrition Program Associates (NPA’s) go into 

schools and other grant eligible locations and 

interact with community members to help them 

make healthier choices and build healthy habits. 

They see the difference the program makes in 

people’s lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Family Nutrition Program (FNP) brought 

$9,449,699.00 federal funds to the state of 

Missouri.  These funds were used to provide 

nutrition education to 735,541 Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program recipients and 

eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 

2,932,390 educational contacts.  This year we 

had 2,242,249 indirect educational contacts. 

Indirect contacts are reached through 

newsletters, health fairs, food pantries and the 

Show Me Nutrition help line.  Four hundred 

ninety one of these participants reside in 

Schuyler County.   

 

Participants in FNP become more aware of 

nutrition, make healthier meal and snack 

choices, eat breakfast more often, are more 

willing to try new foods, increase their physical 

activity and in general make healthier food 

choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and 

activity behaviors are more likely to enjoy a high 

quality of life as an adult and into old age. A 

healthy labor force is critical to attracting and 

keeping jobs in Missouri.  In addition, this 

important programming effort serves to reduce 

healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayers money in reduced public 

healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.   

4-H Members serving lunch at the OATS 

Committee Christmas party 

 

Robin introduces the 

MyPlate to elementary 

students in their 

classroom. 
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Private Pesticide Applicator Training 

Valerie Tate 

 

Private pesticide applicator training was 

conducted in Schuyler County in 2019. Farmers 

have the option of viewing the training video in 

the Extension office if they were unable to 

attend the face to face program. Three producers 

learned how to safely handle and apply 

pesticides and how to minimize negative 

environmental impacts of pesticide application 

to protect drinking water and wildlife habitat by 

attending the program. Three farmers took 

advantage of the opportunity to come in and 

view the training on their own this year.   

 

Producers learned the skills needed to apply 

pesticides in a way that is safe for them and the 

environment while remaining competitive by 

having the option of using EPA restricted crop 

protection technologies. 

 

Soil Testing 

Valerie Tate 

 

Farmers tested thirty-six soil samples in 

Schuyler County in 2019. Soil testing is the only 

way to know how much fertilizer should be 

applied to agronomic crops.  Applying less than 

needed can result in crops not performing to 

their potential. Applying more than is needed is 

not cost effective and can have negative 

environmental impacts. 

 

Farm Safety Day 

Darla Campbell 

 

Farm and Home Safety Day was held in 

collaboration with Schuyler R-1 School and 

Exchange Bank of Northeast issouri.  Presenters 

were from MU Extension, Missouri Department 

of Conservation, Northeast Missouri Rural 

Telephone, Sydenstricker, and the Schuyler 

County Health Department.  Topics for this all 

day program were ATV, Grain Safety, Firearms, 

Electrical, Poison Look-Alike, CPR, Tornado 

Safe Places, Tractor Roll Over, Sun, Internet, 

Power Take-off, and Bicycle safety.   

 

This event reached 340 youth, K-8th, 18 teachers 

and 2 administrators.   

 

 
 

 

 

Horticulture News 

Jennifer Schutter 

 

Three Schuyler residents attended the sunset 

prairie tour held in August on a farm near 

Brashear. One resident attended the garlic 

production workshop in Kirksville and another 

participated in the 12 week Master Gardener 

program. Farm visits were made to two 

producers to assist with production issues, 

specifically disease and insect diagnostics. One 

of these, Cripple Creek Produce, markets 

locally, including to Hy-Vee in Kirksville.  

 

Through the Garden Talk newsletter, fifty-eight 

readers learned tips, techniques and information 

they can use at home or in their growing 

operation.  

Robin helps students test for 

fat in snack foods using an 

activity from the Show Me 

Nutrition Curriculum. 

Producer Visit 
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Show-Me-Select Replacement Heifer 

Program 

Zac Erwin 

 

The Show-Me-Select program focuses on 

increased adoption rate by farmers in Missouri 

of management practices that offer potential to 

improve long-term reproductive efficiency of 

their herds and resulting profitability.  Also 

focusing on increasing marketing opportunities 

for and adding value to Missouri-raised heifers 

with the creation of reliable sources of quality 

replacement heifers in terms of genetics and 

management. 

 

In 2019, 878 Show-Me-Select heifers, totaling 

$1,651,248, sold through SMS sales for an 

average price per head of $1880.  Analyzing data 

from these sales show that Show-Me-Select 

tagged heifers when compared to those that do 

not carry the Trademarked tag, realize a 204-

dollar increase in value. That equates to an 

added value of $179,112 returned to 

participating producers in Northeast Missouri. 

Several area producers purchased heifers at these 

sales. 

 

Schuyler had 84 heifers enrolled in the Show-

Me-Select program in 2019 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Responsive Programming—Extending 

Winter Feed and Jumpstarting Spring 

Pastures 
Zac Erwin 

 

Northeast Area Meetings, held in Edina and 

Linneus, addressed farm animal feed shortages. 

Producers hampered by a short 2018 hay crop 

and prolonged winters in 2018 and 2019 faced 

significant on-farm feed shortages and high 

priced alternatives. Field Specialists, Valerie 

Tate and Zac Erwin held regional meetings for 

livestock producers to ask questions and learn 

how research-based farm practices could help 

them extend current feed supplies and jump start 

spring pasture growth. 

 

 
 

 

 

Cripple Creek Produce 

Extending Winter Feed and 

Jumpstarting Spring Pastures 

 

2020 Keynote Speaker, Dr. 

Temple Grandin 

Auctioneer, Dan Sullivan, looks 

for bidders at the 19th Annual 

Harold and Marvis Trump Bred 

heifer auction, Carthage, IL. 
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20th Missouri Livestock Symposium 

Zac Erwin 

 

Record crowds came to the 20th Missouri 

Livestock Symposium December 6th & 7th. 

Attendees from every county in the Northeast 

region attended to take in the sold out trade 

show and the outstanding speaker lineup, 

featuring keynote speaker Temple Grandin.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equine Clinician, Ken 

McNabb, speaking in the 

Saturday Equine Session of the 

MLS 

 

 
MU Extension In 2019 

 

This past year has brought a lot of change to MU Extension as many positions have been filled due to the restructuring. A 

county assessment survey was completed with the council and several members of the community to get a benchmark of 

how we are positioned in regard to community development, agribusiness, workforce, and business development. 

Partnerships have been strengthened this past year with REACH, the Schuyler County Ministerial Alliance, and the 

Health Department. Three community projects were completed by nineteen MU students. These business students worked 

to develop a county website, and marketing plans for the Blessings Thrift store and the Schuyler County Community 

Center. None of these students had experienced rural Missouri until they toured the county with Darla. The project 

findings have been shared with community leaders.  

 

Two council members attended the council to campus event in March, where they learned about programs on the four 

campuses and around the state. This was a great opportunity for council members to see University resources and how 

they can be utilized.  

 

County programming continued to be strong with Farm and Home Safety Day, the EPA 319 Water Quality Improvement 

Project, Farm Bill Education, Career Development Experiences with many resources and expertise shared with clients. 

One of the tools updated to help communities was All Things Missouri web portal at https://allthingsmissouri.org/.  

 

Other main programs included the Family Nutrition Education Program and 4-H. The Family Nutrition Education 

program reached 491 youth and adults. The 4-H program has grown from 63 to 78 enrolled youth and 18 registered adult 

volunteers. 

 

The council has worked with Bruce Lane to raise funds through the administration of USDA Foreign Agriculture Service 

projects. The funds are mostly used to support the county share of the Youth Program Associate who implements the 4-H 

program. We will continue our fund raising, marketing, and partnering efforts in 2020 as we grow people's knowledge 

about what MU Extension has to offer.  

 

MU Extension strives to strengthen the Missouri economy and improve people's lives. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://allthingsmissouri.org/

