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Many cities have a designated flower or tree just like the Missouri state tree is 

dogwood and the flower is hawthorn.  Lily was designated the city flower of Ste. 

Genevieve in 2009.  It was left general so residents have the option of many 

different kinds of lilies including daylilies, Asiatic lilies, oriental lilies, and tiger 

lilies. 

Daylilies (Hemerocallis) are not a true lily but they are one of the first flowers 

that pop into mind when lilies are mentioned.  The 

blossoms open at sunrise and close at sunset, last 

only one day, just like the name implies.  They have 

broad, grass-like leaves that form clumps, with the 

flowers appearing on tall stems called scapes.  

Daylilies are hardy in zones 3-9 and have very few 

pest and disease problems.  The plants vary in size 

from 12 to 48 inches tall and 18 to 36 inches wide.  

They will adapt to most climates and soil types but 

they prefer full sun and average soil with no 

standing water.  Daylilies can be planted any time of 

year as long as the ground is not frozen, but spring 

and fall are the preferred times.  The spacing of the 

plants is about 18-24 inches as the clump will 

expand over time and can be divided to start new 

flowerbeds.  

Plants can be selected by color, size of bloom, time 

of bloom season, reblooming, and cost.  Daylilies 

are easy to acquire, most garden catalogs and garden centers carry them plus you 

might have a fellow gardener that wants to thin out a clump and will share them. 

Daylilies come in every color but blue.  They will be either bare root or potted.  An equal opportunity/access/

affirmative action/pro-disabled 
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The plants can be divided every 4-5 years. 

The flower has three petals and three sepals, collectively called tepals.  The 

center most section of the flower is called the throat and usually is a 

contrasting color. There are six stamens, each with a two-lobe anther.  After 

pollination, the flower forms a pod.  The seeds from the dried pods can be 

planted and grown into productive plants, this hybridization process is how 

new colors are developed. 

Daylilies will thrive with the addition of a balanced fertilizer worked 

carefully in the soil around them. They will also benefit from additional 

water if the growing season is extremely dry.  Adding mulch around the 

plants will help conserve moisture and will help keep weeds from growing.   

Asiatic lilies (Lilium) are true lilies. They grow from an egg shape bulb 

made up of fleshy overlapping scale with no protective covering.  The bulbs 

are white with a pink cast.  The Asiatic lily is the hardiest of all lilies for 

zones 3 to 10. It multiplies the fastest and is the first to bloom each season.  

The blooming season lasts from mid-June to mid-September.  The bulbs 

send up stiff stems with narrow strap-like leaves from top to bottom and 

produce showy flowers on the tip of the stem.  The flowers may be trumpet 

shaped, bell-shaped, or bowl-shaped and may face downward, outward, or 

upward.  They grow two to five feet tall but since they are slender, they fit 

well between other plants.  They come in many colors and are easy to 

obtain from catalogs, nurseries, or friends.   

Asiatic lilies are not fussy but do prefer full sun and rich, well-drained soil.  

They also prefer to be planted in the fall.  The bulbs will multiply and make clusters of plants.  It may be 

necessary to divide these clusters every 3-5 years.  Flowering will decline when plants become too cramped 

together.  The bulbs never go completely dormant so do not let them dry out when planting.  It is important 

to deadhead spent flowers to prevent seeds from forming.  Do not cut off the stem after blooming has 

finished.  Both of these help the plant send energy back to the bulb.  The stem can be cut off once it turns 

brown in late fall or early spring.  Black bulbils form in the leaf axils and they will drop to the ground and 

root.  In 2-3 years, they form plants big enough to bloom. 

Some well-known Asiatic lilies include the Easter lily, the Turk’s Cap (this one actually likes shade), and the 

tiger lily.  The tiger lily is available in a variety of colors including red, yellow, pink, white, and the most 

popular orange.  They are all shaped with gently recurving petals that have been splashed with dark purple or 

brown dots, thus giving them their name.  All of the Asiatic lilies have very showy blooms. 

Oriental lilies are a little more par ticular , prefer r ing acid soil and a temperate moist summer .  The use 

of shade and mulch will help manage their requirements.  Oriental lilies have enormous flowers with a 

heavenly scent.  Their coloring is spectacular, including white to hot pink to dark red with many variations.  

Some varieties have petals that are ruffled.  Bloom time is late summer so it might be necessary to supply 

additional water during hot, dry summers to keep plants in peak condition for bloom.  Oriental lilies are 

Continued to page 7 
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 January Gardening Calendar 

Donna Aufdenberg, MU Extension Horticulture Specialist 

 Outdoor Flowering Plants and Ornamentals 

 Plan to attract wildlife to your garden.  Attract hummingbirds by planting red 

or orange flowers.  Attract butterflies to the garden with a mix of perennial and 

annual flowers.  Consider planting a milkweed species to attract monarchs. 

 Prune flowering shrubs after blooming has completed.  Pruning now will not 

affect blooms for next year. 

 Apply mulch to landscape beds once soils have warmed and the chance of 

frost has passed. 

Vegetable Gardening 

 Plastic jugs make inexpensive and easy-to-use “hot caps” for your vegetable 

seedlings.   

 When weather is wet or cold, allow about twice the germination time listed on 

the seed packet.  If there is no sign of growth after this time, dig around to 

check for sprouted seeds.  If you find no signs of life, the seed has probably 

rotted, and you will need to replant.   

 When planning your vegetable garden, consider that leafy vegetables need at 

least six hours of sunlight to develop properly.  Fruiting vegetables such as 

tomatoes, squash, eggplant and peppers need 10 hours of full sun.   

 Cool season vegetables such as broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower can be 

planted all month. 

Fruits and Nuts 

 When apple trees are in full bloom, make a note on your calendar 150 days 

later to check for ripeness. 

 Remember to follow the fruit tree spray schedule for insect and disease free 

fruit.  (MU Guide G6010 Fruit Spray Schedules for the Homeowner) 

 Thin the fruits of young apples, pears and peaches to ensure larger, healthier 

fruit.  Thin within 25 days of peak bloom, leaving 4 to 6 inches between fruit.   

 Grape vines with excess vegetative growth generally have less high-quality 

fruit.  In early spring, prune out the canes with the fewest buds to allow light, 

moisture and air circulation within the plant to improve the quality and 

quantity of fruit. 

Lawns 

 Control lawn weeds now through late May before they get large and 

temperatures get too high to apply herbicides safely. 

 Estimate your grass seed needs at 2 to 3 pounds of bluegrass seed or 4 to 8 

pounds tall fescue per 1000 square feet.    

 Do not mow the lawn until it has grown at least two inches. The roots are 

being renewed in the spring and grass needs vigorous top growth initially. 

 Keep a Healthy 

Lawn 

 

Choose grass varieties 

suited for Missouri. 

Soil test every 3 years 

and base lawn 

fertilizing on results. 

Irrigate lawns during 

times of drought. 

Limit weed 

competition. 

Mow at the correct 

height for your grass 

variety. 

Keep the mower blades 

sharp. Torn and jagged 

edges can weaken 

grass. 

Do not remove more 

than 1/3 of the leaf 

surface at a time. 

Remove thatch layers 

and aerate soils. 

Reseed lawns in the 

fall. 

Reduce shading from 

large trees. 

Reduce pesticide - use 

them only when and 

where necessary. 
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 April Gardening Calendar 
Donna Aufdenberg, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture 
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 Plants with Winter Interest 
Katie Kammler, MU Extension Horticulture Specialist 

 Growing Rhubarb 
Katie Kammler, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture 

Rhubarb is one of my favorite garden plants, probably because I really like to bake with it!  Unfortunately, I 

don’t have much luck growing it.  I lost one in the drought in 2012, 

another to a wet summer and my mom lost hers too.  Tried again last 

year with two plants and once again the wet summer got them.  I am not 

giving up though because a great rhubarb dessert is worth it!  Rhubarb is 

a cool season, perennial vegetable, grown for its leafstalks that have a 

unique tangy taste used for pies, baked goods, and sauces.  Rhubarb was 

first cultivated in the Far East more than 2000 years ago for medicinal 

purposes.  Only since the 18th century has it been grown for culinary use 

in the US and Britain.   

Rhubarb will grow and produce in most soils, but grows best in fertile, 

well-drained soil with lots of organic matter.  Since it is a perennial, it 

should be planted to one side or at the end of the garden so it is out of the 

way and not disturbed.  It needs full sun and a southern exposure 

provides for an earlier crop. 

Rhubarb is generally planted from a crown or division, not from seed.  

Planting in early spring is best, either when the plants are still dormant or 

when they are just starting to leaf out.  It can also be planted in the fall after dormancy has set in.  Water 

regularly until it is established and also during dry periods.  Rhubarb is a heavy feeder and benefits from 

regular fertilizer applications.  Mulching helps control weeds and conserves soil moisture. 

Leave stalks should not be harvested the first year and only a few the second year.  Once it is established 

from the third year on, it can be harvested in May to June.  Stop harvesting leafstalks when the plant begins 

to produce slender stalks, a sign that its reserves are low.  Never harvest more than third to half of the plant 

in order to preserve enough foliage to maintain the crown.  Harvest by grasping each leafstalk near the base 

and pulling it slightly to one side or cut with a knife.  The leaf portion needs to be discarded as it contains 

oxalic acid.  Oxalic acid can build in the stems if there is frost damage in the last spring.  Only eat the stems 

if they are firm and upright, discard mushy, soft stems.   

Generally, there are not many pest problems associated with rhubarb.  Japanese beetles like the leaves and 

crown rot can sometimes be an issue. 

RECIPE for using Rhubarb can be found on page 5. 

My green thumb came only as a result of the mistakes I made 
while learning to see things from the plant's point of view.  

 

~ H. Fred Dale 
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Rhubarb Custard Bars 
 

Crust 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1/4 cup sugar 
1 cup cold butter 

Filling 
2 cups sugar 
7 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1 cup heavy whipping cream 
3 large eggs, beaten 
5 cups finely chopped fresh or frozen rhubarb, 
   thawed and drained 

 

Directions 
In a bowl, combine the flour and sugar; cut in butter until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Press 
into a greased 13x9-in. baking pan. Bake at 350° for 10 minutes.  
Meanwhile, for filling, combine sugar and flour in a bowl. Whisk in cream and eggs. Stir in the 
rhubarb. Pour over crust. Bake at 350° until custard is set, 40-45 minutes. Cool.  
For topping, beat cream cheese, sugar and vanilla until smooth; fold in whipped cream. Spread over 
top. Cover and chill. Cut into bars. Store in the refrigerator.  
 

 
Originally published as Rhubarb Custard Bars in Taste of Home April/May 1998 

 

Herbaceous perennial, also known as Indian tobacco 

Height:  5 to 10 inches tall 

Flower:  either  male or  female in tight clusters, white to 

off-white 

Bloom time: April to June 

Comments:  Paddle-shaped basal leaves form a ground 

cover in dry, rocky, acidic soils. Found statewide. The plant 

is an indicator of acid soils.  

Information sources:  Missour i Wildflowers by Edgar  

Denison 

Native Plant of the Month: 

Pussy Toes 
 

Antennaria plantaginifolia 

Pictures  courtesy of  http://

www.illinoiswildflowers.info/savanna/plants/

pl_pussytoes.htm  

Topping 
6 ounces cream cheese, softened 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup heavy whipping cream, whipped 



 

 

 The expression "as cool as a cucumber" is literally true: the inside of a cucumber can be up to 

twenty degrees cooler than its outside temperature.   Cool and crisp, the cucumber belongs to the same 

family as pumpkin and watermelon. It was one of the earliest vegetables to be cultivated.  It is native to 

India and has been cultivated for at least 3,000 years. 

There are white and yellow skinned varieties of cucumber, but the green 

skinned one is the most popular.  Cucumbers should be firm with good 

colored skins. Avoid yellow and dull colored ones, as they may be over 

mature, tough and bitter.   

Varieties for Missouri: 

Slicing Cucumbers - Sweet Slice (burpless), Dasher II, Speedway, 

Straight Eight, Fanfare, Marketmore 76 

Pickling Cucumbers - Boston Pickling, Lucky Strike, Calypso, Fancipak, 

National Pickling, Eureka 

Bush Cucumbers - Spacemaster, Bush Pickle, Salad Bush, Little Leaf 

Planting Details:  Cucumber seeds can be planted directly in the garden or transplanted into the garden as 

plants.  Plant after the danger of frost has passed and the soil has warmed in spring.  Plant seeds 1/2 to 1 

inch deep, and then thin seedlings to one plant every 12 inches in the row or plant three every 36 inches in 

the hill system.  If using transplants, plant them 12 inches apart in the row.  Vining plants can be trained to 

a trellis system.  Side dress with nitrogen fertilizer when the plants begin to vine.   

Common Problems: 

 Striped and spotted cucumber beetles should be controlled from the time that the young seedlings 

emerge from the soil.  The beetles can quickly stunt or kill small plants.  The beetles an carry bacterial 

wilt disease.   

 Several diseases can affect cucumbers.  Powdery mildew and downy mildew are common in Missouri.  

These are diseases that deteriorate the leaf and cause the plant to decline.  It is due to our humid 

climate. If you use a fungicide, remember they are used as a preventative measure and must be applied 

before disease occurrence.    

 Some cucumbers can be misshapen.  This can be from poor pollination or low fertility. 

 Cucumbers can be bitter in the summer during hot, dry periods.  The bitterness is from a compound 

called cucurbitacin which tends to be more prominent when plants are under stress from low moisture, 

high temperatures or poor nutrition.  If this tends to be a problem every year, consider planting 

burpless varieties. 

Harvest:  Pick cucumbers at any stage of development before the seeds become hard.  Pick cucumber 

every other day to keep them from over-ripening. 

For more information on cucumbers, check out “Cucumber: A Brief Histoty” https://ipm.missouri.edu/

MEG/2014/3/Cucumber-A-Brief-History/ 
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 Growing Winter Onions 
Rennie Phillips, Scott County Master Gardener 

 Cool as a Cucumber! 
Donna Aufdenberg, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture 

 

Photo credit: ngb.org 

https://ipm.missouri.edu/MEG/2014/3/Cucumber-A-Brief-History/
https://ipm.missouri.edu/MEG/2014/3/Cucumber-A-Brief-History/
http://ngb.org/
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Upcoming Events 
The following Master Gardener meetings are held each 

month.  All are welcome to attend.  Please contact your 
local extension office to confirm location if you did not 

attend the previous meeting. 

Parkland MGs - 1st Monday at 6:30pm, Farmington Library 

Poplar Bluff MGs - 1st Tuesday at 6:00pm, Call 573-686-8064 
for location. 

Ste. Genevieve MGs - 2nd Thursday, at 6:30pm, Ste. Genevieve 
County Extension Center 

Cape Girardeau MGs - 3rd Thursday at 7:00pm, Cape County 
Extension Center in Fall and Winter and Shawnee Park Center in 
Spring and Summer.  Call  573-238-2420 for questions 

Perry MGs - 4th Monday at 6:30pm, Perry County Extension 
Center 

April 2019 

 

6 George O. White State Forest Nursery Open House and 
Tours from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  One-hour tours can be scheduled  
by appointment;  Call 573-674-3229 to reserve a time. 

22 Landscaping with Native Plants by Austin Little; 3:00 p.m. 
at the Jackson County Extension Office in Murphysboro, IL;  
Register online at go.illinois.edu/landscaping2019  For more 
information, call Maggie Ray at 618-687-1727 

29 thru May 3 Mineral Area College Plant Sale, 8 am until 3 
p.m.; April 29, 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. 

 

May 2019 

 

4  Perry County Master Gardener Plant Sale at the Per ry 
Park Center in Perryville, MO.  From 8 a.m. to noon.  There will 
be an assortment of perennials, natives, berries, some shrubs and 
vegetable plants. 

4   Plant sale from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. featur ing Kress Farm 
grown natives, shrubs, trees, annuals, vegetable plants, daylilies, 
succulents, cacti and many other plants.  Raffle.  Lunch 
available.  Master Gardeners on site to answer questions.  5137 
Glade Chapel Road, Hillsboro, MO.  Contact Jo at 636-296-9306 
for more information  

18-19  Ste. Genevieve Garden Walk in Ste. Genevieve;  Tours 
of public gardens, Plant Sale, and Farmers Market;  $7 per 
person; $6 per person for groups of 5 or more;  Children 12 and 
under free;  For more information, call 573-883-7097 

21  Growing Perennials at the Shawnee Park Center  in Cape 
Girardeau from 6 to 8 p.m.  To register, call 573-339-6340 
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Click on blue underlined link to be taken to a corresponding website... 

hardy in zones 4 to 8.  

They grow 2 to 4 feet tall.  They can be 

purchased from most garden sources.   

Trumpet lilies are another  var iety of 

true lily.  The 

blooms are 

trumpet shaped, 

6 to 10 inches 

across, and are 

brilliantly 

colored.  Some 

varieties are very 

fragrant.  They like the same type of soil 

and full sun as the Asiatic lilies.  They are 

hardy in zones 3 to 8.  The trumpet lily 

grows 4 to 6 feet tall and are in peak bloom 

in July. 

Orienpet lilies are a hybr id between 

trumpet and Oriental lilies.  They are hardy 

in zones 3 to 9.  The blooms are very large 

and the petals have a thick waxy texture 

that gives off a mild fragrance.  The plants 

grow 3 to 6 feet tall and bloom in July and 

August.  The blooms are very exotic, 

almost looking like they have been hand 

painted.  Planting and care is the same as 

other lilies. 

Regal lilies, Madonna lilies, calla lilies, 

surprise lilies, blackberry lilies, and lily of 

the valley are a few more names that come 

to mind when we hear the word lily.  Some 

of these are true lilies and some are not.  

Check out garden catalogues, garden 

centers, plants sales, and online to find a 

lily (or more than one) that you must have 

in your garden.   

Continued from page 2 



 

 

The Garden Spade 

 
 Read the Label First! 

Donna Aufdenberg, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture 

Most gardeners at one time or another have had to spray a pesticide 

(insecticide, fungicide, or herbicide) but many of them neglect to read 

the complete label.  Many jump to the mixing rates and ignore the rest.  

Keep in mind that the label gives important information that keeps you 

and the plants from injury. 

In addition to the mixing rates, pay close attention to: 

 The active ingredient—it is good to 

know exactly what you are spraying 

 Instructions on how to use the 

product safely and effectively 

 How to store the product safely 

 Personal Protective Equipment 

 Re-entry times - how long a person 

has to wait to enter the area after a 

spray has been applied 

 Pre-harvest intervals - how long a person must wait to eat produce 

after a spray has been applied 

 First aid instructions 

 Phone numbers to call for help or more information 

 How to protect the environment and what dangers the product 

poses to wildlife 

 Disposal instructions of left over pesticide, rinsate, and empty 

containers 

Follow these tips when selecting and using a garden product. 

 Identify the problem.  Knowing the problem is the first step toward 

solving it.  

 Find a product that solves the problem.  Is your pest problem listed 

on the label?  Remember that not every problem requires a 

pesticide.  A strong jet of water can be a solution. 

 Buy the right amount of product for your problem.  Big jobs can 

easily merit purchasing a concentrated chemical but many times a 

RTU (ready to use) size may be adequate.  If you find that you have 

too much chemical left over repeatedly, it may be time for a RTU. 

 Use the product the right way.  The label is the LAW!  Use the 

product as the directions tell you to use it.   
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All pesticides have a label that 

needs to be read. 

Each month there is a title picture 

on the front cover of the newsletter.  

This month:  Crocus 



 

 



 

Become a  

Master Gardener! 

Helping Others Learn to Grow 

An equal opportunity/access/affirmative action/pro-disabled and veteran employer 

                           UPCOMING TRAINING 

When:  Fridays - April 26 thru June 28 
  9:00 to Noon (Mornings)  

 

  Where:  Perry County Extension Center  
   321 North Main, Suite 1 
   Perryville, MO 63775 
 

Cost:  $165 each person  
 

Registration Deadline:  April 23, 2019 
 

For More Information Call:  573-547-4504 or 
            573-238-2420 


